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than those fed in the valleys: it is of these Gattle that we think most when we hear of Switzerland. Dotted about the alpine fields are little wooden houses called chalets, where the shepherds live all through the summer. Here the men and animals stay till the cold voice of winter calls them all home again. The day of departure from the village for the high pastures is a public holiday. Everybody gets up before dawn and even the animals themselves seem to be infected
A  SWISS   CHALET.
with the spirit of merriment, for they are glad to get out of the sheds and stables where they have been kept all the winter and to regain their liberty and a supply of fresh grass. They caper with joy, and careful watch must be kept over any animal that it is desired to retain in the valley, for if it once gets loose it will bolt after its companions.
The milk cannot be brought into the valley every day, so it is made into cheese which is brought down, in great loads, in the autumn.